
Conservation Security Program

Conservation Security Program Overview
e Conservation Security Program (CSP) was authorized by the 2002 Farm 
Bill to reward farmers and ranchers who are implementing conservation on 
America’s working lands. CSP is a voluntary program based on conservation 
accomplishments that recognizes the contributions of the best land stewards 
and encourages them to do more.

“CSP has the potential to alter the face of conservation in this country.  It 
identifies and rewards those farmers and ranchers who meet the highest 
standards of conservation and environmental managment on their 
operations.” – NRCS Chief Bruce Knight.

e Watershed Approach
To provide the best service possible to producers, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) is implementing CSP on a watershed 
basis. Focusing on high priority watersheds allows NRCS to provide 
quality service to more applicants than if the program were implemented 
nationwide because of limits on both program and technical assistance 
funding in Fiscal Year 2004. 

CSP is being offered in 18 watersheds in 22 states across the country.  e 
Umatilla Watershed has been chosen as a CSP priority watershed for 2004.

Signing up for CSP
e CSP sign-up period will run from July 6-30, 2004.  

Applicants will be selected at the national level for the 2004 sign-up. e fact 
sheet entitled “CSP Eligibility, Qualification and Application Steps” contains 
detailed information about applying for CSP.  Generally, to apply, land 
managers will need to complete the following steps:

1. Complete a Self-Assessment Workbook.  Self-assessment workshops will 
be offered from June 29 - July 1 and July 13-15 to assist you 

2.   Contact your local field office to receive a USDA (also called SCIMS) 
Identification Number

3.  Gather appropriate records and documentation
4. Meet with your Local NRCS staff to confirm your eligibility, 

documentation and determine your enrollment category
5.  Submit your Conservation Stewardship Plan
6. If you are selected for funding, complete your Conservation Stewardship 
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e U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family 
status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET center at 
202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th 
and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.

For more information, 
contact your local 
NRCS field office

Pendleton
541-278-8049 ext. 105

Heppner
541-676-5021 ext. 109

Mission
541-966-2325

or...check out 
www.or.nrcs.usda.gov
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